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pendence on our ally, and public opinion at home would
almost certainly be in a mood of frenzied hatred of the foe
after its cruel ordeal.

It has sometimes happened that a statesman of mature
experience has succeeded in putting a brake on the vindictive
instincts of his supporters, but a mob is swayed always and
exclusively by the emotions of the moment; that is why the
Treaty of Versailles was so much less reasonable and more
ephemeral than the Treaty of Vienna. It may be argued by
the modern Carthaginians that if you can destroy your
enemy he will be unable to attack you again; but they forget
that their forerunners were dealing with ancient city states
which were so small that they could be burnt to the ground
and their inhabitants carried off as slaves. We, on the other
hand, shall be concerned with the future of a homogeneous
bloc of 80,000,000 people, which no less populous nation will
have the strength to pin down indefinitely by force of arms.
They also forget that the total destruction of Germany's
military might would give a fatal shock to the Balance of
Power in Europe. If she remains neutral throughout the
present war, Russia will emerge at the end of it the most
powerful continental State, and the Allies will therefore be
well advised to keep a solid Teutonic buffer between them-
selves and the giant Slav.

The path of wisdom for the statesmen who will gather
round that shadowy conference table, somewhere, sometime,
to turn over a new and unspoiled page in the history of
Europe, will surely be the path of moderation, compromise,
and common sense* If they desire to invoke the assistance
of impartial neutrals in an advisory capacity, so much the
better for the prospect of a reasonable settlement; but the
onus of decision will rest upon the belligerents, and the spirit
animating their plenipotentiaries will determine the char-
acter of the peace. The conflicting claims and interests they
will certainly voice can only be reconciled in the long run
by an overriding desire to give their peoples a holiday from
war and a chance of repairing its ravages.

Let our own representatives beware of indulging their
native propensity to academic idealism, for it would probably